Card Display Unit 



Field of the Invention 

This invention generally relates to advertising and displays. More particularly, it 
relates to a unit for displaying stacks of business cards and to a method of generating 
5 advertising business by using the unit. 

Background of the Invention 

Business card displays on bulletin boards have provided a low cost or free way for 
businesses to advertise. However, such bulletin board displays quickly become crowded 
with a large number of cards, flyers, and posters, and the resulting disorderly display has 
10 reduced value for advertising. Wall and desk mounted display units have been used for 
displaying and dispensing post cards, greeting cards and business cards. However, these 
units have not received wide acceptance for developing a business card display business. 

Thus, a better display and a better method of building a business with a business 
card display unit is needed that allows members of the public to view and take cards that 
15 advertise desired services while maintaining a neat, attractive, and orderly appearance for 

the display as a whole, and that provides an automatic way for the business to expand. 
The improved display unit system and method of doing business is provided by the 
following invention. 

Summary of the Invention 

20 It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide a display unit that has a 

plurality of card holders for holding stacks of different business cards, each of which is 
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accessible for taking by viewers, while people viewing the display also have access to the 
card holders for adding their own stacks of cards to empty card holders in the display; 

It is a further object of the present invention for a sales agent to collect 
information from one of the cards left by a member of the public in the public display unit 
and to contact that person or organization for arranging for further participating in the 
advertising display; 

It is a feature of the present invention that the display is used both for dispensing 
business cards to the public and for collecting business cards from viewers for expanding 
contacts for building the advertising business; and 

It is an advantage of the present invention that the display can be used both to 
display cards and to collect contact information of prospective users of the advertising 
service. 

These and other objects, features, and advantages of the invention are 
accomplished by a display unit, comprising a transparent mounting plate, a plurality of 
business card holders, and a graphic. Horizontally adjacent business card holders are 
spaced from each other with sufficient spacing so that the graphic can be seen in the 
spacing. Each said business card holder is capable of holding a stack of business cards. 

Another aspect of the invention is a method of advertising, comprising the step of 
providing a display unit having a plurality of card holders in a publically accessible 
location. Next, stacks of business cards are placed in the card holders wherein each stack 
is accessible to members of the public and wherein members of the public are invited to 
add their own business cards to any empty card holders. 

Another aspect of the invention is a method of advertising, comprising the step of 
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providing a display unit having a plurality of card holders in a public place. A potential 
client can deposit a stack of business cards in one of the card holders. The next step is for 
a sales agent to collect the business cards left by such potential clients in the card holders. 
Next the agent contacts potential clients based on information in the business cards left by 
the potential client. 

Another aspect of the invention is a method of advertising, comprising the step of 
providing a display unit for displaying a plurality of display objects wherein the display 
unit includes a message inviting potential clients to leave a stack of their advertising 
material in the display unit. The next step is collecting lead information voluntarily left by 
these potential clients in the display unit. The next step is contacting the potential clients 
based on information left by the potential clients. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

The foregoing and other objects, features, and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the following detailed description of the invention, as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. la is a front view of display unit of the present invention including a 
mounting board, card holders, and an advertisement encouraging viewers to leave their 
own business cards in the display unit; 

FIG. lb is a a front view of an alternate embodiment of the display unit of the 
present invention in which the card holders allow a nearly full view of the cards in the 
card holders; 

FIG. 2 is a front view of display unit of the present invention including a graphic 
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mounted behind the transparent mounting board; and 

FIG. 3 is a flow chart of the method of doing business of the present invention. 



Detailed Description of the Invention 

The present inventor recognized the importance to providers of products and 
services of an organized and attractive display of business cards in public places. He 
further recognized several problems with traditional bulletin board displays, traditional 
business card display units, and the methods of doing business with such card display 
units. Further, he recognized ways to improve display units to provide a low cost and 
attractive way for many such providers to achieve wide recognition for their products and 
services and for a display unit provider to make a successful business of providing the 
display service. Further, he recognized that the self-advertising business process model 
provided by the bulletin board displays could be extended to provide a new business 
model for advertising, as exemplified by the method using the card display unit. 

To solve the problems inherent in traditional bulletin board displays the present 
inventor designed a display unit that allows for display of multiple stacks of business 
cards while providing additional empty card holders allowing members of the public to 
add their own business cards to the display. An invitation to do so may be included int eh 
display. The display manager then collects cards left by members of the public and uses 
information on the cards to contact these self-advertising members of the public. 
Members of the public who leave their cards in the display become prime contacts for 
participating in the display advertising. 
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Display unit 20 includes card holders 22 mounted on mounting board 24, as 
shown in FIG. la. Mounting board 24 is preferably fabricated of a transparent material, 
such as acrylic, plexiglass, or a polycarbonate. However, an opaque or translucent 
mounting board can also be used. Card holders 22 are for holding and displaying stacks of 
business cards 26 in an upright position so that members of the public who may be 
passing by can readily see the cards of the display and the advertising material they 
contain. Preferably each card holder 22 has room to hold a stack of at least about 30 
business cards 26 in an upright or nearly vertical position. 

Card holders 22 are also preferably fabricated of the same transparent material as 
mounting board 24. Opaque or translucent card holders can be used where business cards 
26 extend sufficiently above top edge 27 of card holders 22 for printing on the cards to 
still be seen. Transparent, translucent, or opaque card holders can also be used where card 
holders are configured as shown in US Patent 5,092,062 to Palka or Des. 367,987 to 
Farrell, or as shown in FIG. lb, so that virtually the entire front face of business cards 26 
can be seen without obstruction from card holder 22' itself. Display unit 20, 20' can also 
be used to display other kinds of cards, such as greeting cards, photographs, brochures, 
picture post cards, and the like, and for these types of cards the dimensions of the card 
holders are correspondingly adjusted. 

Card holders 22, 22' may be spaced apart with spacings D and E to provide 
visibility for display poster 28 (FIG. 2) located behind mounting board 24. Spacing D 
represents the horizontal space between adjacent card holders 22, 22'. Spacing E 
represents the vertical space between top edge 30 of business card 26 in card holder 22a 
and bottom surface 32 of next higher card holder 22b, and therefore the exact amount of 
this spacing E may vary depending on the dimensions of business cards 26. 

Display poster 28 located behind transparent mounting board 24 may include any 
graphic 34, such as an American flag graphic, as shown in FIG. 2. Spacing D is preferably 
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in the range of about 54 inch to about 2 inches to provide sufficient visibility to graphic 
34. More preferably, spacing D is in the range of about 54 inch to about 3/4 inches. For 
standard business cards, spacing E is preferably in the range from about .75 inch to about 
1 54 inches. More preferably spacing E is about equal to 1 inch. 

Graphic 34 can also include an advertisement in locations of card holders 22, 22 ! , 
such as "Advertise Here, insert your cards here," as shown in the locations of two of the 
card holders in FIG. 2. This advertisement could also be provided on a sticker placed 
either on the front or back surface of mounting board 24 in the locations of card holders 
22, 22', as shown in FIGS, la, lb. Thus, when a person adds his or her business cards to 
the display this advertising is covered up. Alternatively, business cards with this 
advertisement could be used for this same purpose. 

Mounting board 24 may have a rear mounting mechanism (not shown), such as a 
hanger or wire, to permit it to be mounted on a wall. Mounting board 24 can also have 
holes that can be used with a screw for mounting it to a wall. Alternatively, mounting 
board 24 may have support brackets (not shown) for holding it up on a table or directly on 
the floor. At least for table or floor mounting, mounting board 24 should by sufficiently 
stiff to support itself and card holders 22 in an upright position. A wall mounted unit 
could be fabricated of thinner material or a backing material can be provided to add 
support. A complex display or a display that rotates may be fabricated using mounting 
board 24 or several such mounting boards as described in US Patent D3 73,9 19 to Farrell. 

Card holders 22, 22' may be fabricated of a single piece of curved plastic or they 
may include separate front, side, and bottom plates. Card holders 22 may be adhesively 
connected to mounting board 24. Adhesives such as epoxy and such glues as super glue 
can be used. Alternatively, card holders 22 may be formed as a unitary structure with 
mounting board 24 by using an approapriate plastic fabricating process, such as injection 
molding. 
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The present invention involves a business process in which display 20 having 
array 32 of card holders 22, 22 1 is provided in a public location where a potential client of 
one of the card advertisers may approach display 20, as shown in step 100 of FIG. 3. 
Public locations include all locations where members of the public can go, such as stores, 
offices, malls, hotels, restaurants, and other public places. Display 20 may also include an 
advertisement inviting members of the public to advertise here by simply inserting the 
person's own business cards in an available card holder 22,22', as shown in step 102. The 
advertisement can be on poster 28 located behind transparent mounting board 24, on a 
sticker placed on either the front or rear surface of mounting board 24, or it can be on a 
business card located in otherwise unused card holders 22, 22'. Next a display manager 
collects one of the cards left by the member of the public, as shown in step 104. 
Alternatively, the display manager may just copy information from one of the cards 
concerning the potential client. In the next step, the display manager uses information 
from the card to contact the potential client to obtain agreement to pay for maintaining his 
or her business cards in the display unit, as shown in step 106. Payment may be on a 
regular monthly schedule. If agreement is reached, the display manager may ask for 
additional business cards from the new client or otherwise obtains additional cards to be 
used for refilling the display when it is depleted. Finally, the display manager periodically 
checks the display and adds additional cards of the new client to the display as needed, as 
shown in step 108. 

While several embodiments of the invention, together with modifications thereof, 
have been described in detail herein and illustrated in the accompanying drawings, it will 
be evident that various further modifications are possible without departing from the 
scope of the invention. For example, other types of cards or display vehicles can be used 
besides business cards, such as brochures. In either case the potential client initiates 
contact by adding his or her own card or brochure to an empty card or brochure holder. 
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Nothing in the above specification is intended to limit the invention more narrowly than 
the appended claims. The examples given are intended only to be illustrative rather than 
exclusive. 

What is claimed is: 
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